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&  other special events
N a r n i a  C o n f e r e n c e
On 29 November 1969 , th e  7 1 s t  a n n iv e r s a r y  o f  th e  b i r t h  o f 
C .S . L ew is , and one week a f t e r  th e  s i x t h  y e a r  o f  h i s  p a s s in g  -  
22 November 1963 -  The M ythopoeic  S o c ie ty  h e ld  a  N a rn ia  C o n fe re n c e . 
I t  was h e ld  in  th e  T h e a tre  o f  L iv in g  A r ts  B u ild in g  o f  Palm s P a rk  
in  W est Los A n g e le s . The C o n feren ce  o f f i c i a l l y  began  a t  1 0 :15  am 
and  ended  a t  5 pm. G len GoodK night gave in t r o d u c to r y  rem ark s  w hich  
in c lu d e d  some q u o te s  from  Lew is on how he w ro te  th e  seven  C hron­
i c l e s  o f  N a r n ia .  The f i r s t  p a p e r  was r e a d  by D o r is  R obin  on "An 
I n t r o d u c t i o n  to  M iddle E a r th  and N a r n ia ."  The n e x t  p a p e r  by 
S y b i l  C a sz a n d e r , "What i s  N a r n ia ,"  was re a d  in  a b s e n t ia  by Glen 
G oodK night. B ruce McMenomy th e n  r e a d  h i s  p a p e r  on 
" A r th u r ia n  Themes in  th e  N a rn ia  B o o k s ,"  F o llow ed  
by th e  r e a d in g  o f  L e w is ' own two N a rn ia n  poems:
"D w arves ' M arch ing  Song" and " G ia n t 's  M arching 
S o n g ."  G ra c ia -F a y  E llw ood  r e a d  h e r  p a p e r  
"Which Way I  F l i e  i s  H e l l , "  w hich  d e a l s  
w ith  th e  s e l f - h e l l  in  th e  m inds of 
Edmund, E u s ta c e ,  U ncle Andrew, and th e  
dw arves in  The L a s t  B a t t l e . A lu n ch
b r e a k  was h e ld ,  w ith  th e  c o n fe re n c e  r e ­
c o n v e n in g  to  h e a r  a t a p e - r e c o r d in g  of 
C .S . Lew is r e a d in g  from  th e  o r i g in a l  
m a n u s c r ip t  o f The F our L o v e s . (T hese 
t a p e s  can  be r e n te d  from  The P a r i s h  o f 
th e  A i r ,  P .0 .  Box 11711, A t l a n t a ,  Ga.
3 0 3 0 5 .,  f o r  $ 1 .5 0  p e r  t a p e ,  $12 , s e t  o f  10)
C a th y  Case th e n  gave h e r  p a p e r  on "T ash to  
Ka th e  A p p a l l in g  -  An E v i l  P a p a l l e l ? " ,  
f o i l e d  by " L i l i t h  i n  N a rn ia "  by G len 
G oodK nigh t. Two o r i g in a l  N arn ian  poems were 
p r e s e n te d :  "N a rn ia "  ( a  t r i o l e t )  by S y b i l  C aszan d er 
and U t t e r  E a s t"  by Eugene W arren ( p r i n t e d  in  t h i s  i s s u e ) .  Dave 
H u lan  re a d  h i s  p a p e r  on "N a rn ia  'and th e  Seven D eadly  S in s j "  
fo llo w e d  by a p a p e r  on "The Lord o f  th e  B e a s ts :  A nim al A rc h e ty p e s  
in  C .S . L ew is" by N ancy-Lou P a t t e r s o n ,  r e a d  in  a b s e n t i a  by G ra c ia -  
F ay  E llw o o d . D avid R a lp h  th e n  re a d  "A C om parison of th e  C a lo r -  
m enes w ith  th e  A ra b s , T u rk s , and A n c ie n t  B a b y lo n ia n s . The l a s t  
p a p e r  was re a d  by G ian G oodKnight f o r  P e te r  K re e f t  e n t i t l e d  
"N a rn ia  a s  M yth ."
The p a p e rs  w ere v a r i e d ,  a s  th e  t i t l e s  im ply  and r e c e iv e d  good 
r e s p o n s e  from  th o se  a t t e n d i n g .  The p a p e rs  a re  a v a i l a b l e  a s  p r o ­
c e e d in g s  o f th e  C o n feren ce  a lo n g  w ith  a s h o r t  b ib l io g r a p h y  of 
N arn ian  c r i t i c i s m ,  and s p e c i a l  a r tw o rk  by B onnie B e rg s tro m , Susan 
C h a n d le r ,  P h i l  H e ip le ,  and Tim K irk .  The p ro c e e d in g s  a r e  a v a i l ­
a b le  f o r  $ 1 . 5 0  from  G len GoodK night ( s e e  b o tto m  o f page 2 ) .
On 27 December 1969 The M ythopoeic  S o c ie ty  h e ld  a Yule 
Moot a t  th e  home o f P a u la  S igm an. B ecause o f  th e  many a c t i v ­
i t i e s  a t  t h i s  t im e  o f th e  y e a r ,  o n ly  a b o u t s e v e n ty  members 
w ere p r e s e n t ,  b u t  we d id  have a v e ry  e n jo y a b le  t im e . A p a i n t ­
in g  done by B onnie B e rg s tro m , show ing th e  gnomes f a l l i n g  back  
i n t o  B ism , a  p o s s ib le  sc en e  from  The S i lv e r  C h a ir  by L ew is, 
was r a f f l e d  o f f .  P a u la  Sigman won. There w ere M iddle E a r th  
so n g s  ( t o  f a m i l i a r  tu n e s )  w r i t t e n  .s e v e ra l  y e a r s  ago by S c o t t  
S m ith , su n g . S e v e ra l  games w ere p la y e d ,  such  a s  t r y  o u ts  f o r  
L o b e l ia ,  S h e lo b , and B a rlim an  B u t te r b u r ,  f o r  th e  fo rth c o m in g  
m o v ie . S e v e ra l  M a d -lib  and 'R ound-R obins w ere g o in g  a ro u n d . 
B e rn ie  Z uber showed s l i d e s  o f th e  h i g h l i g h t s  o f  th e  l a s t  two 
y e a r s  o f  M ythopoeic  a c t i v i t i e s .  M ost o f  th o se  a t t e n d in g  
came in  c o s tu m e s, m a in ly  T o lk ie n  c h a r a c t e r s ,  b u t  E th e l  W a llis  
came a s  J a d i s ,  th e  W hite W itch  o f N a rn ia .
M r. Ed M eskys, P r o f e s s o r  o f  A stronom y and P h y s ic s  a t  B elknap  
C o lle g e  in  C e n te r  H a rb o r , New H am p sh ire , E d i to r  o f th e  Hugo- 
w in n in g  f a n z in e  N ie k a s , and T hain  o f The T o lk ie n  S o c ie ty  of 
A m e ric a , and M iss Nancy M ile s ,  h i s  s e c r e t a r y ,  w ere m a r r ie d  on 
20 December 1969. We w ish  f o r  them  much h a r n e s s .
On 15 November 1969 a t  a  m ee tin g  o f  th e  CCL a t  P asad en a  
C o l le g e ,  D r. G lenn S a d le r  spoke on Mervyn P eak e .
The CCL (C o n fe re n c e  on C h r i s t i a n i t y  and L i t e r a t u r e )  i s  com­
p osed  p r im a r i l y  o f P ro f e s s o r s  and I n s t r u c t o r s  o f E n g lis h  from  
b o th  p u b l ic  and p r i v a t e  C o lle g e s  and U n i v e r s i t i e s .  The W est 
C o a st C h a p te r  c o v e rs  th e  g r e a t e r  S o u th e rn  C a l i f o r n ia  a r e a .  T h is  
was th e  same g ro u p  t h a t  a r ra n g e d  f o r  C .S . K ilb y  in  O cto b er 1968 
and Owen B a r f i e l d  in  May 1969 to  sp e ak  in  v a r io u s  i n s t i t u t i o n s .
S a d le r ,  who d id  h i s  D o c to ra te  T h e s is  on George MacDonald, 
an d  i s  w e l l  v e r s e d  on The I n k l in g s ,  spoke on a n o th e r  o f  h i s  f a v ­
o r i t e s  -  Mervyn P e a k e . He to l d  s e v e r a l  b io g r a p h ic a l  a n e c d o te s  
and  r e l a t e d  l i t t l e - k n o w n  b ack ground  in fo rm a tio n  on P eak e .
S a d le r  brought a  huge am ount o f P e a k e 's  books and f o l i o s  o f  pub­
l i s h e d  a r tw o rk  f o r  d i s p l a y .  D uring  h i s  t a l k ,  a ta p e  r e c o rd in g  
was p la y e d  o f a r a d io  p rogram  w hich  f e a tu r e d  a d ra m a tic  re a d in g  
from  T itu s  G ro an .
D r. S a d le r  has jo in e d  th e  f a c u l t y  o f W estmont C o lle g e  in  
S a n ta  B a rb a ra , and w i l l  be a c t i v e  in  th e  new S a n ta  B a rb a ra  
b ra n c h  o f  th e  M ythopoeic  S o c ie ty .
Lloyd Alexander
On 10 J a n u a ry  1970 LLoyd A le x a n d e r spoke to  th e  S o u th e rn  
C a l i f o r n i a  C o u n c il on L i t e r a t u r e  f o r  C h ild re n  and Young P eo p le  
a t  th e  new P asa d en a  A rt Museum a u d i to r iu m  f o r  t h i e r  n in th  
a n n u a l Awards P rogram  and R e c e p tio n .
The a u d ie n c e  o f  o v e r f i v e  hundred; m o s tly  m id d le -a g e d  and 
o ld e r  p e o p le ,  w ere b o th  p r o f e s s io n a l  and v e ry  warm. One f e l t  
one was in  th e  p re se n c e  o f  p e o p le  who had e v id e n t ly  w orked lo n g  
f o r  w hat th e y  b e l i e v e d  v a lu a b le .  One sp e a k e r  s a id  t h e i r  p u r-  
p o se  was to  en co u rag e  c h i ld r e n  " to  d e l i g h t  upon th e  hum an ity  o f 
l i t e r a t u r e . "
L loyd  A le x a n d e r , who w ro te  to  M y th lo re  in  th e  second  i s s u e  
t o  a g re e  w ith  th e  E d i t o r i a l  o f  th e  p r e v io u s  i s s u e  on " F a n ta sy  
an d  P e r s o n a l  R e s p o n s i b i l i t y , "  i s  a  s e l f - e f f a c i n g ,  v e ry  humorous 
and f r i e n d l y  man. When I  m et hjim b e f o re  tn e  m e e tin g  b egan , t h i s  
man who had won th e  N ew berry Medal f o r  1969 f o r  The H igh K in g , spoke 
o f  Nan B raude and M y th lo re . W hile I .  was sp e a k in g  to  h im , he 
was a p p ro a c h e d  by s e v e r a l  women to  s ig n  some o f  h i s  b o o k s . To 
f a c i l i t a t e ,  I  to o k  h i s  n o te b o o k , h o ld in g  i t  a s  a d e sk  f o r  him 
t o  u s e .  Then b e in g  a p p ro a c h e d  by some o th e r  a r r i v i n g  members 
o f  th e  S o c ie ty ,  I  l a t e r  w ent o f f  to  sp e ak  w ith  them , o n ly  to  
f i n d  I  was b e in g  r a p i d l y  fo llo w e d  by A le x a n d e r to  r e t r i e v e  h i s  
n o te b o o k  w hich  c o n ta in e d  h i s  sp e ech  f o r  th e  ev en in g !
H is sp e ech  "H ere and Now, Nowhere and N e v e r ,"  I  found  v e ry  
r e l e v a n t  to  th e  c u r r e n t  human c o n d i t io n .  He f e e l s  an a r t i s t  i s  
p r i m a r i l y  a  human b e in g ,  who comes to  g r ip s  w ith  h i s  tim e s  
(h e re  I  th o u g h t o f T o lk ie n  and Lew is -  e s p e c i a l l y  T h a t H ideous 
S t r e n g th ) . He f e e l s  c h i ld r e n  have d a ta  b u t  n o t  s u f f i c e n t  e x ­
p e r ie n c e  to  p ro c e s s  i t .  The e x p e r ie n c e  o f f a n ta s y  a f f i r m s  and 
c o n f irm s  r e a l i t y ,  and t h a t  f a n ta s y  'and r e a l i t y  b o th  g ra p p le  
w i th  th e  f e e l i n g s  o f  h u m a n ity , d e s p a i r  and h o p e . A le x a n d e r 
co n c lu d e d  w ith  a  lo o k in g  fo rw a rd  to  th e  em erg ing  "new hum anism ," 
w hich  w i l l  h o p e f u l ly  g iv e  modern man a way o u t o f  h i s  t e c h ­
n o l o g i c a l  l a c k  o f s e l f - i d e n t i t y .  — ed.
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